


OTHER PHD INTERVIEW TIPS AND ADVICE TO HELP YOU PREPARE
· FORMAT – the format of the phd interview varies depending on the university. If you’re unsure of what format your upcoming interview will follow, get in touch with the department you will interview with. They should be able to give you an idea about what to expect and how long it will typically last. This knowledge will prove invaluable when preparing for a phd interview.

· [bookmark: _GoBack]VIDEO INTERVIEW – some interviews will be conducted as either a phone interview or a skype interview. This is especially true if you’re an international student still within your home country. If so, conduct your interview in a place with a reliable internet connection and a clean backdrop.

· ATTENDANCE – usually, your interview will comprise the primary and secondary supervisor. However, sometimes your interview panel can comprise non-technical staff or the head of department.

· PRESENTATION – you may be asked to prepare a phd interview presentation if you’re proposing your own research topic. If you’re requested to do this, keep it brief, use at least 80% of the time they permit and base it around your research proposal.

· PAPERWORK – bring two to three copies of your application form, and if applicable, your research proposal. Although in most cases your interviewers would have bought their own copy, it’s better to be on the safe side.

· ETIQUETTE – if you’re unsure of what to wear to a phd interview, a good general rule of thumb is to wear what you would to a formal job interview. In other words, keep it formal. Additionally, learn how to pronounce the names of the interviewers and any other staff members you may mention beforehand.

· PRACTICE – there’s a lot of truth in the old saying ‘practice makes perfect’. You will want to practise as many phd interview questions as you can. Don’t just limit yourself to the ones discussed on here. Find as many phd questions as you can and prepare draft answers for all of them. In fact, you don’t even need to limit yourself to questions specifically for phd students. There are many out there that, although written for generic academic interviews or the job market, will be applicable to you. If you find yourself short on resources, try searching for ‘tell us a time when you…’ in google as these will provide great scenario-based questions you can practise with.




